
 

 
Havel Elementary School 

41855 Schoenherr Rd. 

Sterling Heights, MI  48313 

Phone:  586-797-5200 

Fax:  586-797-5201 

Kristi Barel, Principal 

Wow! I can’t believe it’s 2017, the beginning of a New Year! It’s a great time to reflect 

on the many successes we experienced this past year. It is also a time to consider how 

to make changes in areas where we would like to grow. Here are some tips to help          

students start the New Year off on a positive note.  

 

Have your child attend school everyday ON TIME.  During the first minutes of the day    

routines are established and learning can start right away.  We know that when         

students are  at school, their academic growth is significantly improved. 

 

sleep have difficulty paying attention in class and do not do as well in school.  

water every day.  

 

- Treat others the way you want to be treated.  

-Take time to carefully complete all assignments at 

school and home; ask questions when you do not understand a task; demonstrate     

perseverance (that means keep trying even when the work is difficult), and eliminate 

the word “can’t” from your vocabulary.  

 

Happy New Year! 

Ms. Barel 



 

 

January 4th   
 - School Resumes from  

   Winter Break 

January 10th  - HVL Meeting—7:00 PM 

January 16th 
 - NO SCHOOL  

  MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

January 17th - Rink Night 

January 19th 

- Bagel Day/ 

- HALF DAY OF SCHOOL 

  Dismissal at 12:04 PM 

January 20th 
- HALF DAY OF SCHOOL 

  Dismissal at 12:04 PM 

Dates to Remember         
January 2017



 

 

DRESS THEM FOR THE WEATHER!!! 

Utica Board Policy says that students will go outdoors for 

recess unless the Wind-Chill is 10 degrees or below.   

Parents, Make sure your children come to school with ALL 

of the necessary clothing for the weather!  Warm coat/

jacket, gloves/mittens, etc.   

If you send your child in snow boots, please send shoes for 

the classroom. 

Only a note from your doctor specifying their condition will 

excuse them from going out with the rest of the children!! 

 



 

 

Winter Traditions Around the World 

Researched by Third Grade 

 

Soyal is the winter solstice celebration of the Hopi Indians of Northern Arizona. Their cele-

bration includes dancing, gift giving, and prayer.  

 

 

The Persian festival Yalda, or Shab-e Yalda is a celebration of the winter solstice in Iran that 

started in ancient times. It marks the last day of the Persian month of Azar. Families cele-

brate together with special foods like nuts and pomegranates and some stay awake all night 

long to welcome the morning sun. 

 

 

 

Even Antarctica gets its share of solstice celebration, thanks to the researchers staying there over the long, danger-

ously cold season. While we in the Northern Hemisphere are enjoying the most daylight hours, in the Southern 

Hemisphere they are celebrating Midwinter. Festivities include special meals, films, and sometimes even hand-

made gifts. 

 

Dong Zhi, the “arrival of winter,” is an important festival in China. It is a time for family to 

get together and celebrate the year they have had. Based on the traditional Chinese celes-

tial calendar, the holiday generally falls between the 21st and 23rd of December. It is 

thought to have started as an end-of-harvest festival, with workers returning from the 

fields and enjoying the fruits of their labors with family. Special foods, such as tang yu-

an glutinous rice balls, are enjoyed. 

 
The Chinese New Year is the most important of the traditional Chinese holidays. It falls on 

different dates each year, between January 21 and February 20. Visits to friends and fami-

ly take place during this celebration. The color gold is said to bring wealth, and the color 

red is considered especially lucky. The New Year's Eve dinner is very large and includes 

fish, noodles, and dumplings. 



 

 

 

  Our Turkey Trot fundraiser was very successful this year 

thanks to so many of you that helped by sending in donations 

to help reach our goal of $16,000.   

  Many students were superheroes and brought in $150 or 

more in donations which earned them a spot in a Limo/Lunch 

reward!  

  Thank you so much for your efforts in helping us to                  

accomplish this goal!  Everyone wins!  Havel student will     

benefit in many ways as a result of our Turkey Trot! 



Allow us that last 20 minutes to make 

sure those notes and messages get to 

your child. 



 

 

Starting/Ending Times  
School starts at 9:00 am daily. Students can be dropped off no sooner than 8:50 

am. Parents with students arriving earlier should plan to use the services of 
SACC. Students arriving after 9:00 am will be marked “tardy.” On early dis-
missal days, students are dismissed at 12:04 pm. Regular school days are dis-

missed at 3:50 pm.  
If you need to change your regular arrangements for your child (i.e. being 

picked up vs. going home on the bus), please be sure your child has a note. If 
need be, you can call the office and we will get a message to your child. Please 

be sure you contact the office before 3:30 pm, as we cannot guarantee your child 
will receive the message after that time.  

Signing In/Out  
If your child arrives to school after 9:00 am,       

parents are required to sign them into the office 
before going to their classrooms. If you pick your 

child up early, please send a note to the child’s 
teacher if possible. A parent MUST come into the 
office and sign their child(ren) out. This cannot 
be done by a brother or sister. We will call your 

child to the office  

upon your arrival and cannot do so before 
you arrive.   

Allow yourself enough time for your student to 
pack up for the day and still make it to your         

appointment on time. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Contagious Diseases  

Inform the school immediately if your child develops any of  the following diseases:  

Chicken Pox Hepatitis  

Mumps Strep Throat  

Scarlet Fever Impetigo  

Scabies Lice  

Rheumatic Fever Pink Eye  

Hard/German Measles Ringworm  

Hand/Foot/Mouth (Coxackie) Flu  

Sick Children  

If a child becomes too ill to remain at school, the parents will be called immediately. It is nec-

essary that children with sore throats, fevers or coughs remain at home until recovered. 

Absences  
To report your child’s absence, please call our answering machine at 797-5299. When you 

place your call please clearly state your child’s name, teacher, reason for, and length of ab-

sence. The answering machine will take attendance calls 24 hours a day. 

If they are out ill more than 2 consecutive days, we will need a doctor’s note. 

Requests to Stay Inside  
 
With the exception of extreme weather (any temperature including wind chill that below 10 

degrees) children will have several recess times each week. Documentation from a doctor is 

required for students to remain inside from recess. Please contact the office at 586-797-5200 if 

you have any questions. 



 

 



 

 


